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CRITICIZE ISRAEL - GO TO JAIL?

HOW CAN YOU FIGHT BACK?
Despite widespread condemnation of 
Israeli policies, the Canadian and 
Israeli governments both brag that 
“Canada is Israel's best friend”.  

This group is led by Jason Kenney 
(the Harper government's Minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multi-Culturalism) and former Liberal 
Justice Minister Irwin Cotler.   Its  
objective is to restrict growing 
criticism in Canada of Israel's policies.  
This could include an expanded 
version of existing Hate Crimes laws 
or changes to Canadian Human Rights 
legislation.   

The Conservative government seeks to 
be a world-leader in protecting Israel 
from criticism – and, through Jason 
Kenney, is funding the costly 

A serious threat to free speech is 
unfolding in Ottawa. A self-selected, 
unofficial group of Federal MPs 
(Conservative, Liberal, NDP) has been 
meeting to discuss criminalizing 
criticism of Israel, setting a dangerous 
precedent for Canada and the rest of 
the world.

This group calls itself the Canadian 
Parliamentary Coalition to Combat 
Antisemitism (CPCCA) but it is 
really the Canadian Parliamentary 
Coalition to Protect Israel from 
Criticism.  It claims, without 
providing any evidence, that 

antisemitism is at its highest level 
since WWII.  But the opposite is true, 
as many studies have shown.  The 
MPs are not interested in real 
antisemitism - discrimination or hatred 
toward Jews - but rather an imagined 
antisemitism, that they call “new 
antisemitism”.  

They define “new antisemitism” as 
criticizing Israel's actions with words 
like “apartheid”, “genocide” or 
“massacre ” or advocating “Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions” (a 
non-violent strategy to pressure Israel 
to comply with international law).

WHY IS THIS COALITION SO DANGEROUS?
Inter-parliamentary  Coalition for 
Combating Antisemitism (ICAA) 
conference in  Ottawa this November 
to do exactly that. 

The MPs have held a series of public 
hearings in Ottawa but almost without 
exception, organizations and 
individuals rejecting the coalitions 
mandate or criticizing “new 
antisemitism” were not invited to 
speak. This group will soon submit 
their report to the Government, which 
they “anticipate will respond no later 
than the fall of 2010” in time for the 
ICAA conference.  

The Bloc Quebecois has withdrawn its 
MPs from the group, repudiating the 
process as “tainted, partisan and 
present[ing] a single side.” 

If criticizing Israel is 
made illegal by 
changing the 
definition of 
antisemitism,  the 
possibility of being 
prosecuted will create 
a fear of speaking out 
against Israeli 
policies and actions 
at public forums, at 
demonstrations, on 
university campuses 
and in the media on 
such issues as the 
Gaza massacre and 
the recent attack on 

• Become informed. Go to seriouslyfreespeech.ca/cpcca to learn more about the 
coalition and read submissions by the Seriously Free Speech Committee and other 
organizations.

• Send us your email address at info@seriouslyfreespeech.ca to be kept up-to-date.

• Contact MPs and tell them you oppose their parties participating in the coalition.
   

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT CPCCA
• Invite us at info@seriouslyfreespeech.ca to speak to your union, community group or 

church. 
• Read Michael Keefer's book about the CPCCA,  Antisemitism Real and Imagined,  

and get your local library and bookstore to order copies.
• Assist the work of the Seriously Free Speech Committee with a donation by PayPal or 

cheque -  go to seriouslyfreespeech.ca/donate 

Seriously Free Speech Committee 
PO Box 57112, RPO East Hastings St., Vancouver, BC V5K 1Z0

'CHILL' factor already at work 

 If we do not expose and oppose the 
agenda of these MPs, even a document 
like the one you are now reading may 
become a pretext for criminal 
prosecution.

the Gaza Freedom Flotilla.  

Already, the chill has panicked 
Toronto Pride into banning "Queers 
Against Israeli Apartheid" from their 
annual Pride Parade.

A spectre is haunting Canada, 
the spectre of so-called “anti-
terrorism legislation”, raising 

fear in order to enable control. The 
Harper Conservative government, 
supported by the Liberals, is about to 
pass Bill C-51, the 2015 Anti-Terrorism 
Act, that substantially 
expands the already-
considerable powers 
of CSIS (Canadian 
Security Intelligence 
Service), the RCMP, 
border services and 
other agencies. 

Among other things, it lowers the bar for 
“preventive detention” if an agency thinks 
someone “may” (changed from “will”) 
commit a crime. It lowers standards for 
putting someone on a no-fly list, and 
broadens the definition of “terrorism” 
. 

Under Bill C-51, you would break 
the law “by speaking, writing, 
recording, gesturing or other visible 
representation, knowingly advocate 
or promote the commission of 
terrorism offenses in general”. 

Terrorism includes “undermining the 
security of Canada”, “interference 
with critical infrastructure” or “the 
economic or financial stability of 
Canada”. 

BILL C-51: SHUT IT DOWN 
BEFORE IT SHUTS US UP!

So an interview, newspaper or online 
article, film documentary, news coverage, 
or placard could be vulnerable to the 
charge of “terrorism”. This could easily 
apply to aboriginal actions against 
pipelines or other intrusions on their 
land, trade union strikes, environmental 

demonstrations or civil 
disobedience. 

A newly publicized 
RCMP report specifically 
names Greenpeace, 
Tides Canada and the 
Sierra Club as part of 
“a growing, highly 

organized and well-financed anti-Canada 
petroleum movement” that perfectly fits 
the new definition of “terrorism”. The pro-
corporate agenda of the new legislation 
couldn’t be more clear.

But there is also a foreign policy 
dimension to Bill C-51. It is the latest in 
a suite of legislative efforts designed to 
forward the Harper policy of unquestioning 
support to Israel and its brutal colonization 
of Palestine. 

•	 In 2010, the CPCCA (Canadian 
Parliamentary Committee to Combat 
Anti-semitism), composed of Zionist 
parliamentarians, attempted to 
criminalize criticism of Israel as anti-
semitic “hate speech”; this drew national 
protest and flopped.

•	  In 2012, the CPCCA, 
funded by Ottawa, 
held an international 
conference of Zionist 
parliamentarians and 
used a discredited 
European definition to 
define “the new anti-
semitism” as criticism of Israel.

•	 The February 2015 unanimous 
Parliamentary vote condmening anti-
semitism included an endorsement of 
the “Ottawa protocol on Combating 
Antisemitism”, which holdsthat strong 
criticism of Israel is a “new form of 
antisemitism”.

•	 The 2015 Memorandum of 
Understanding calls for Canada to 
join with Israeli propaganda machine 
in opposing the international BDS 
(Boycott, Divest, Sanction) movement 
which applies economic pressure to 
Israeli products and institutions. 

What is the connection? Again, using fear 
and control to suppress any criticism of 
the Harper government’s chosen allies, 
however disreputable those allies may be 
on the world stage.

This spectre has appeared before in 
Canada. The 1906 Immigration Act 

was passed to enable the deportation of 
“undesirable immigrants”. 

In 1914, the War Measures Act forced 
“enemy aliens” (mainly Italians and 
Germans) into work camps. In 1918, the 
IWW (Industrial Workers of the World 
and 13 other socialist and anarchist groups 
were banned; it became illegal to publish 
in Finnish, Russian, Ukrainian, Hungarian 
or German. 1919 saw an amendment to 
the Criminal Code that made it illegal to 
“teach, advocate, advise or defend” “any 

governmental, industrial 
or economic change within 
Canada by use of force”. 

The War Measures Act 
reappeared in World War 
II to intern dissenters and 
pacifists, and again in 
1970 to round up hundreds 
of Quebec independence 

activists or those perceived as such.

Bill C-51 embodies these and other ghosts 
of Canada’s repressive past. It provides the 
tools and legal infrastructure to implement 
legislative and regulatory attacks on 
freedom of speech and association. 

What can be done? 

•	 You can, of course, contact your MP but 
the bill is likely to pass soon, despite 
parliamentary and public opposition. 

•	 If the Bill passes, there will be court 
challenges and civil disobedience actions 
to join and support.

What is needed is alliances and coalitions 
between indigenous, environmental, free 
speech, women’s, trade union, immigrant 
and third world support groups. Only 
massive public protest will eliminate or 
weaken Bill C-51. SFSC looks forward to 
working with any organizations involved in 
this important action.

“...the latest in a suite 
of legislative efforts 
designed to forward 
the Harper policy of 

unquestioning  
support to Israel...”“THE pro-corporate 

agenda of the new 
legislation couldn’t 

be more clear.”


